[The effect of delayed medical consultation on the results of ergotherapy].
In connection with 567 patients suffering from finger and metacarpale fractures who were treated conservatively the influence of the delaying time on the ergotherapy with its consequences was investigated, but also the influence of the ergotherapy itself. 80.3% of the patients showed a complete rehabilitation after an immediate beginning of ergotherapy. Only 41.0% of the patients remained without residual defects with the beginning of the ergotherapy after a conservative immobilisation therapy. Similar insufficient results were obtained in the group without ergotherapy (only 51.1%). Though after some years the function at late injuries was improved by the help of training in daily life and by means of work remarkable differences between the ergotherapy group and the collective without ergotherapy are recognizable.